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DENNIS MCNETT’S VIKING WOLFBAT SHOW

December 17th, 2010 | Add a Comment
Pratt’s resident printmaker, punk, and general raiser of the youth, Dennis McNett put on “what art shows should be” last night in Chelsea. The show featured the usual large, incredibly skilled and meticulously detailed woodcuts and prints ranging from the artists iconic wolf heads to folkish Mexican inspired skeletons.

The real magic of the art show went beyond socializing and drinking beer upstairs in the Chelsea gallery. Around 8 pm two 30-foot screenprinted, demonic viking ships took to the streets and began a parade against traffic down 10th avenue and around the 25th-28th street area. Wolfbat printed flags were thrown into the crowd from the viking ships. Kids dressed in all black and assorted viking drag screamed and threw fireworks while shocked onlookers watched from neighboring windows.

As the parade marched into less crowded, its periphery started to look more like a black-bloc action as hooded figures overturned trash cans and threw objects into the street. What the march lacked in destruction, it made up for in spectacle. Arriving back at the art gallery, a large mortar-firework crashed into the side of the building and exploded only a few feet above the heads of the crowd, briefly lighting one of the viking ships sails on fire.

Bands played inside the second boat, I thought covering Metallica until I realized they were just ripping off the riffs of Seek and Destroy. The police finally arrived, and merely glanced out the window of their car as they drove past. The street party had evidently defended itself from police intervention under the guise of art. As flaming “fire kites” disappeared past the empire state building into Brooklyn, I realized I was having the kind of fun I didn’t believe art shows could provide. That’s why I said it’s what art shows should be. Photos from Tod Seelie and Helen. 
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This article was posted on December 17, 2010.  The article can be found in its original context at http://www.superchiefmagazine.com/2010/12/dennismcnettswolfbatshow/
