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Welcome to the Amazing, Viking-Ship-Filled World of Artist Dennis McNett

By Chichi Williams
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Earlier this week we got a chance to catch up with the creative talent behind WolfBat  studios, artist Dennis McNett, to discuss his upcoming projects, Jimmy Choo, blood ice castles, pink tutus and much more. And for all you New Yorkers, watch out, he might be spotted next with a pack of wolves in Brooklyn!     

You are currently preparing for a massive and awesome event this December on the streets of Chelsea in partnership with the Joshua Liner Gallery. Tell us a little about what to expect.  
Inside you can expect several sculptures ranging from a nine-foot Santa Muerte to a swooping wolfbat, a giant wave crashing into wooden viking ships (each ship in memory of a passing friend Andy Kessler, Richard Mock, and Tom Little), and several dye-cut wood carvings.  Outside you can expect two 24-foot viking ships. One will make its way through Chelsea with two drummers and a mob of participants towards the gallery and the other will have the metal band Natur playing inside at the front of the gallery.     
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Can anyone participate in this event? 
It's a Wolfbat collaborative takeover... or more an invasion. Anyone can participate in this event. It is partly a celebration of energy, community, expression, and partly a memorial of those who influence us, inspire and encourage. It is open to interpretation. If someone wants to roll in fake fur or a pink tutu and high heels dressed as an amoeba they are welcome. Anyone wishing to participate should email me for details.        

The name of your studio is WolfBat. Exactly what is a wolfbat, and if we came across it in the woods should we be frightened?   

A wolfbat is a spirit that was born into this dimension when the great wolf Fenris was resurrected here in New York in 2007. They are here to wake the sleeping spirit, shake things up and provide camaraderie to creative people. If you were to encounter one in the woods it would be better than spotting a unicorn.     

Some of your imagery is a bit frightening. Is it your goal to scare people?
I just make imagery, animals and narratives I am drawn to. They are not intended to be frightening at all. Wolves, snow leopards and snakes just have high energy and intense expressions. They are very alive. That's why I am drawn to them. Ships represent a journey, exploring, a vessel to carry you. Santa Muerte is an angel of death who allows you to borrow time and can give you a good death.     
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If you could have any of your creations come alive, which animal/creature would it be? 
 I would have a wolfbat the size of a car that I would swoop through this city on, and a snow leopard running through the air along beside us. And of, course a pack of wolves.     

You are  inspired by '80s skate and punk rock culture, so it seems natural that you'd collaborate with Anti-Hero Skateboards and Vans on projects. But earlier this year you installed windows for Barneys. Was working in the high fashion world a vastly different experience than working for skate companies? Will you be collaborating with Jimmy Choo next?
 I was pretty detached from it and was just open to doing something different. Barneys came and took a lot of work from the studio. They showed it in New York, Chicago, and Seattle. When they were finished all the work was shipped back and put away. It was different in the sense that it was in front of a new audience and that was fun. I met some people from it that were really great. Who is Jimmy Choo? I don't know who that is. I am part hermit. I will Google him now.     

What shall we expect from you after December? Will you be making a Viking ship that will actually sail the seas conquering modern city ports one by one?  
No. I am doing visiting artist gigs across the U.S. I am building a blood ice castle on a frozen lake in Wisconsin, a locomotive in Omaha and some ships in Washington and Milwaukee. I'm doing a performance in Florida where we will marry the sky to the moon with masks, costumes, music and the whole works.          

Any final thoughts from the multitalented Mr. McNett? 
Live long and prosper.
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This story was published on Nov. 16, 2010

This article can be found in its original context at http://www.papermag.com/2010/11/dennis_mcnett.php
